The dropsy is the most characteristic and persistent symptom, the fever is rarely high, diarrhoea or dysentery may be present. Paretic symptoms are absent, thus differentiating the disease from beri-beri. The rash is generally present, it comes on after the cedema and lasts from ten to twelve days. In some outbreaks the mortality was very high, in others low.
In the Calcutta epidemics of 1877-78, of 1878-79 and 1879-80, the disease appeared in the cold weather, and disappeared more or less completely with the approach of the hot weather.
On the present occasion it seems to have appeared in the hot weather so it is not impossible that we may have a more serious outbreak in the ensuing cold weather.
